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Visit Our Website!

Attend our 
upcoming 
BLUEcloud Visibility 
webinar October 1st!  
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Linked Data Helps Bring Community
“Eyeshare and Mindshare” To Your Library!
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Linked Data 101: What is Linked Data?



Quick Survey…

A. A profile on LinkedIn

B. An electronic representation of a family tree

C. A term used to describe a method of exposing and 
connecting data on the Web from different sources

D. Clicking “Like” or leaving a comment on Facebook



”Linked Data is a recommended best practice for 

exposing, sharing, and connecting pieces of data, 

information, and knowledge  on the Semantic Web using 

URIs and RDF."



My Mom uses Linked Data!

Google Knowledge 
Graphs use Linked Data 
to provide helpful and 

useful knowledge about 
what’s being searched

Predictive searching 
displays results as 
the user is typing



New Technologies + Linked Data



Location, Location, Location



“The Semantic Web is the extension of the World Wide Web 

that enables people to share content beyond the boundaries of 
applications and websites...”





Schema.org = Linked Data for 
Search Engines



“Page 1 Result” Is No Longer Most 
Important



“BIBFRAME is the resource for defining 

web accessible bibliographic data for 

more effective sharing, navigation 

and collaboration.  It is a simple, 

replicable linked data pattern.”



BIBFRAME = Linked Data for 
Libraries

Hired by Library of 
Congress to create a 
Linked Data format 

for libraries



Additional Terms

• Library.link: Web recognized 
source for library’s BIBFRAME 
transformed data

• LibHub: Advocacy initiative for 
libraries to find community 
resources, engage in discussions 
and raise awareness of the rich 
data libraries represent to the 
Internet



Just because your catalog is searchable 
from a browser doesn’t mean it’s 

visible to the web…





If I had cable I could 
watch the Wiggles 

all the time…



We aren’t speaking in a way the 
Web understands

“Libraries have a 
wealth of content 

and resources locked 
behind legacy, closed 
technology and niche 

vocabularies”



How Does Linked Data for Libraries Work?



First – Think Differently About 
Library Data



• The biography Molly Brown : sharing her good fortune 
would be a work. 

• A physical copy of the book would be an instance
http://catalog.denverlibrary.org/search/title.aspx?ctx=1.1
033.0.0.6&cn=386714

• The Molly Brown house and museum would be 
authority resources http://www.mollybrown.org/

• The Titanic would be an authority resource 
http://www.history.com/topics/titanic

• Cover art or a review would be an annotation

Next – The MARC Transformed Record is now 
BIBFRAME Expressing Data Relationships

http://catalog.denverlibrary.org/search/title.aspx?ctx=1.1033.0.0.6&cn=386714
http://www.mollybrown.org/
http://www.history.com/topics/titanic


BIBFRAME Enables Information Rich 
Library Data To Be Part Of Web Discovery



Comparison of MARC to BIBFRAME

MARC Record

Flat file that keeps data “hidden” 
from search engines and useful 

only to library systems

Establishes relationships 
among data elements and 

opens the data to discovery 
through web search engines. 

Links to local 
holdings via 

library’s 
discovery

BIBFRAME Resource



Comparison of MARC to BIBFRAME

MARC Record

MARC records uses 
controlled “Strings” to 
give “Authority” to bib 

data

BibFrame uses “Things”, or 
links to web resources for the 

“String”

BIBFRAME Resource

R
ec

o
rd

s 
to

 R
es

o
u

rc
e

s 
P

ro
ce

ss



Finally –Your Catalog 
Discoverable on Google!

• Each MARC record can represent 5x to 7x the data 

for the web to “Link To”

•Library.link is the place where the library’s newly 

transformed data  “resides” for search engines to index

• Web searches can now include Direct Links to 

the library’s catalog data!



Library Data Exposed to the Web

Early Adopter of 
Zepheira LibHub

Initiative. 
Anythink Libraries 
(CO) holdings are 
now searchable at 
record level from 

web search 
engines. 



BIBFRAME will link users from 
Google to the Library



The Possibilities With Linked Library
Data!

Content used in 
Knowledge 

Graphs!



Why Should My Library Care About 
Linked Data?



Annually
• Over 1.5 Billion Interactions 

with a US Public Library 
annually

• 200 Million watched an NFL 
game



Telling YOUR Story

• Linked Data provides your library to tell its story to the 
Internet

• Your library is MORE than its collection
• Locations

• Programs / Services

• Hours

• Special Collections

• Community Connections



Telling YOUR Story



Tell your local Story

make it 
universally Accessible

and amplify it on a 
global Stage



Telling Your Story and Changing 
Perceptions

WOW! MY 
LIBRARY 

HAS 
AMAZING 

RESOURCES.  
I NEED TO 

USE IT 
MORE!



Wow…That’s exciting! What is SirsiDynix’s
role in Linked Data / BIBFRAME?



At SirsiDynix We’re “All In”

• BLUEcloud technology allows us to adapt

• Already working on linked data framework with BLUEcloud
Acquisitions / Marketplace

• Completed: SirsiDynix sponsoring the LibHub initiative to be part of 
BIBFRAME and the semantic web discussions

• Current: Tight Integration with Zepheira and The Library.link
network

• Future: Native BIBFRAME Capabilities



Funding and Next Steps



Calculating Return On Investment

• How is funding determined?

• What are the Board’s 
expectations?

• What is the library’s key 
success metric?
• Circulation

• Collection Size

• Holds

• Program Attendance

• Campus Size

• Pageviews

• Calculate ROI
• BLUEcloud Visibility Pricing / Key Metric  = 

Price per Key Metric

• Snapshot of Statistics (before and after)

• Use BLUEcloud Analytics to further 
refine ROI!



Other Activities to Consider

• Library Website

• Google Verified Business

• Facebook

• Google+

• Twitter

• Pinterest

• Blogs



Example of a Web Savvy Library



The Sooner You Start The Sooner You’ll See Results



Make Your Library Visible Today!



For More Information:

Contact your sales rep or
sales@sirsidynix.com

brad.whittle@sirsidynix.com
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