
Viruses & Vaccines
A new interactive for public libraries
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Introduction
The new Viruses & Vaccines interactive provides a quick and easy-to-understand 
overview of viruses and vaccines, divided into five sections:

What are viruses?
How do viruses work?
How do vaccines work?
COVID-19
FAQs

Striking images, simple animations and straightforward explanations impart the 
basic facts.

Timely, accurate and engaging, Viruses & Vaccines answers basic questions, 
reflects the latest science and covers COVID-19 public health best practices.

The Science Advisor for V&V is Dr. Lynn W. Enquist, Emeritus Professor of 
Molecular Biology, Princeton University. Dr. Enquist is a coauthor of the leading 
textbook in the field, Principles of Virology.

On point, on mission, V&V gets to the heart of the most significant public health 
crisis in the last one hundred years: COVID-19. The more people understand about 
viruses—how they work, how they are transmitted—and the critical importance 
of vaccines, the better for everyone.

Viruses and Vaccines also covers how the new mRNA vaccines work (and why they 
are safe), so people can make informed decisions.

Rarely does a topic come along that fits so well into the educational mission of 
public libraries. 

Viruses & Vaccines is an opportunity to take a proactive role in public health 
education during the COVID-19 pandemic, by delivering accurate, useful 
information based on the best science and the recommendations of leading 
health professionals.

•
•
•
•
•
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Science advisor
Dr. Lynn W. Enquist, Emeritus Professor of Molecular Biology,
Princeton University.

Dr. Enquist is the editor in chief of the Annual Review 
of Virology. He is a member and past president of 
both the American Society for Microbiology and 
the American Society for Virology, and a fellow of 
the American Academy of Microbiology and the 
American Association for the Advancement of 
Sciences. 

He is a past member of the National Science 
Advisory Board for Biosecurity. Dr. Enquist has 
taught university courses in virology for over 25 
years and is a coauthor of the textbook, Principles of 
Virology.

Dr. Enquist checks all content in V&V.

Easy to deploy, easy to understand

The interactive plays through a browser on any PC, Mac or smartphone. Just 
put the icon on your website and you’re done. No install, no technical resources 
required to deploy. 

It takes about 15 minutes to go through the interactive and it covers all the 
important aspects of viruses, vaccines and COVID-19, encouraging visitors to 
explore, discover and learn on their own.

There is a call-out on the first screen to encourage people who are hesitant 
about the new vaccines to learn more through a set of special FAQs. The entire 
experience is intuitive, easy-to-understand and engaging. It’s a great way to inform 
the public and help fight COVID-19.
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Sample screens

3



An eye-catching icon on 
the library home page can 
be deployed quickly and 
easily.

Visitors can engage with 
the interactive on a PC, 
Mac or smartphone.

Dedicating a PC to the 
interactive in the library 
increases visibility and 
helps reach those with 
concerns about the 
COVID-19 vaccines.

Viruses & Vaccines

COVID-19
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On website

In-library



Pricing

Pricing is simple: it costs $0.36 per access. For example, if 1,000 visitors access 
the interactive over a period of a month, the cost will be $360 for that month. 
Access is tracked by originating web page. Billing will be at the end of each six 
month period for the total number of accesses. A cap can be placed on accesses 
to control costs.
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Email Us!
covid@sirsidynix.com

What’s next?
We are now creating a series of 
similar interactives under the series 
title The Basic Facts, addressing 
issues of major public importance, 
such as:

  •  Viruses & Vaccines
  •  Climate Change
  •  Media & Misinformation
  •  US Voting Systems & 
      Safeguards

All would be built to the same quality 
standards, browser-deployed and 
priced the same way.

About us
Viruses & Vaccines was originally 
developed to illustrate rapid 
mutation and natural selection 
as part of a museum exhibit on 
evolution.

It has been re-engineered for 
public libraries to focus on how 
vaccines work, people’s concerns 
about vaccines, and COVID-19 
best practices. 

Check out our museum exhibit at 
darwindinosaurs.com.

We are looking for three libraries
to test it out at no charge!


